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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF SIERRA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE MATTER OF )]
FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT ) ORDINANCE NO. _851

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SIERRA ORDAINS as follows:

Ordinance Section One: Part 14, Chapter 17, Sections 010 through 250 of the Sierra

County Code are hereby amended to read as follows:

CHAPTER 14.17 - FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT

Sections:

14.17.010 Statutory Authorization

14.17.020 Findings Of Fact

14.17.030 Statement Of Purpose

14.17.040 Methods Of Reducing Flood Losses
14.17.050 Definitions

14.17.060 Lands To Which This Ordinance Applies
14.17.070 Basis For Establishing The Areas Of Special Flood Hazard
14.17.080 Compliance

14.17.090 Abrogation And Greater Restrictions
14.17.100 Interpretation

14.17.110 Warning And Disclaimer Of Liability

14.17.120 Severability

14.17.130 Establishment Of Development Permit
14.17.140 Designation Of The Floodplain Administration
14.17.150 Duties And Responsibilities Of The Floodplain Administrator
14.17.160 Appeals

14.17.170 Standards Of Construction

14.17.180 Standards For Utilities

14.17.190 Standards For Subdivisions

14.17.200 Standards For Manufactured Homes
14.17.210 Standards For Recreational Vehicles
14.17.220 Floodways

14.17.230 Nature Of Variances

14.17.240 Appeal Board

14.17.250 Conditions For Variances

14.17.010 Statutory Authorization

The Legislature of the State of California has in Government Code Sections 65302, 65560,
and 65800 conferred upon local government units authority to adopt regulations designed
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to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizenry. Therefore, the
Board of Supervisors of the County of Sierra does hereby adopt the following floodplain
management regulations.

14.17.020 Findings Of Fact

A The flood hazard areas of Sierra County are subject to periodic inundation
which results in loss of life and property, health and safety hazards, disruption of
commerce and governmental services, extraordinary public expenditures for flood
protection and relief, and impairment of the tax base, all of which adversely affect the
public health, safety, and general welfare.

B. These flood losses are caused by uses that are inadequately elevated,
floodproofed, or protected from flood damage. The cumulative effect of obstructions in
areas of special flood hazards which increase flood heights and velocities also contribute

to the flood loss.

14.17.030 Statement Of Purpose

It is the purpose of this ordinance to promote the public health, safety, and general
welfare, and to minimize public and private losses due to flood conditions in specific areas

by provisions designed to:

A. protect human life and health;
B. minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control projects;
C. minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding and

generally undertaken at the expense of the general public;
D. minimize prolonged business interruptions;

E. minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water and gas
mains: electric, telephone and sewer lines; and streets and bridges located in areas
of special flood hazard;

F. help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the sound use and
development of areas of special flood hazard so as to minimize future blighted

areas caused by flood damage;

G ensure that potential buyers are notified that property is in an area of special
flood hazard; and

H. ensure that those who occupy the areas of special flood hazard assume
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responsibility for their actions.
14.17.040 Methods Of Reducing Flood Losses
In order to accomplish its purposes, this ordinance includes methods and provisions to

A. restrict or prohibit uses which are dangerous to health, safety, and property
due to water or erosion hazards, or which result in damaging increases in erosion

or flood heights or velocities;

B. require that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such
uses, be protected against flood damage at the time of initial construction;

C. control the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels, and natural
protective barriers, which help accommodate or channel flood waters;

D. control filling, grading, dredging, and other development which may increase
flood damage; and

E. prevent or regulate the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally
divert flood waters or which may increase flood hazards in other areas.

14.17.050 Definitions

Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this ordinance shall be
interpreted so as to give them the meaning they have in common usage and to give this
ordinance its most reasonable application.

14.17.050.01 "Accessory use' means a use which is incidental and
subordinate to the principal use of the parcel of land on which it is located.

14.17.050.02 "Appeal" means a request for a review of the Floodplain
Administrator's interpretation of any provision of this ordinance.

14.17.050.03 "Base flood" means a flood which has a one percent chance
of being equaled or exceeded in any given year (also called the "100-year flood").
Base flood is the term used throughout this ordinance.

14.17.050.04 "Basement' means any area of the building having its floor
subgrade - i.e., below ground level - on all sides.

14.17.050.05 "Development”’ means any man-made change to improved or
unimproved real estate, including but not limited to buildings or other structures,
mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations or
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storage of equipment or materials.

14.17.050.06 "Encroachment" means the advance or infringement of uses,
plant growth, fill, excavation, buildings, permanent structures or development into
a floodplain which may impede or alter the flow capacity of a floodplain.

14.17.050.07 "Existing manufactured home park or subdivision" means
a manufactured home park or subdivision for which the construction of facilities for
servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed (including, at
a minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final
site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed before the effective date
of the floodplain management regulations adopted by a community.

14.17.050.08 "Expansion to an existing manufactured home park or
subdivision" means the preparation of additional sites by the construction of
facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed
(including the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site
grading or the pouring of concrete pads).

14.17.050.09 "Flood, flooding, or flood water" means a general and
temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry land areas
from the overflow of inland or tidal waters; the unusual and rapid accumulation or
runoff of surface waters from any source.

14.17.050.10 “Flood Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM)" means the
official map on which the Federal Emergency Management Agency or Federal
Insurance Administration has delineated both the areas of special flood hazards

and the floodway.

14.17.050.11 “Flood Hazard Boundary Map" means the official map on
which the Federal Emergency Management Agency or Federal Insurance
Administration has delineated the areas of flood hazards.

14.17.050.12 "Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)" means the official map
on which the Federal Emergency Management Agency or Federal Insurance
Administration has delineated both the areas of special flood hazards and the risk
premium zones applicable to the community.

14.17.050.13 "Flood Insurance Study' means the official report provided by
the Federal Insurance Administration that includes flood profiles, the Flood
Insurance Rate Map, the Flood Boundary and Floodway Map, and the water surface
elevation of the base flood.

14.17.050.14 "Floodplain or flood-prone area" means any land area
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susceptible to being inundated by water from any source - see "Flooding".

14.17.050.15 "Floodplain Administrator" is the individual appointed to
administer and enforce the floodplain management regulations.

14.17.050.16 "Floodplain management" means the operation of an overall
program of corrective and preventive measures for reducing flood damage and
preserving and enhancing, where possible, natural resources in the floodplain,
including but not limited to emergency preparedness plans, flood control works,
floodplain management regulations, and open space plans.

14.17.050.17 "Floodplain management regulations” means this ordinance
and other zoning ordinances, subdivision regulations, building codes, heaith
regulations, special purpose ordinances (such as grading and erosion control) and
other application of police power which control development in flood-prone areas.
This term describes federal, state or local regulations in any combination thereof
which provide standards for preventing and reducing flood loss and damage.

14.17.050.18 "Floodproofing" means any combination of structural and
nonstructural additions, changes, or adjustments to structures which reduce or
eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved real property, water and sanitary
facilities, structures, and their contents.

14.17.050.19 "Floodway" means the channel of a river or other watercourse
and the adjacent land areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base
flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than one
foot. Also referred to as "Regulatory Floodway".

14.17.050.20 "Floodway fringe" is that area of the floodplain on either side
of the "Regulatory Floodway" where encroachment may be permitted.

14.17.050.21 "Fraud and victimization" as related to Section 6, Variances,
of this ordinance, means that the variance granted must not cause fraud on or
victimization of the public. In examining this requirement, the Sierra County Board
of Supervisors will consider the fact that every newly constructed building adds to
government responsibilities and remains a part of the community for fifty to
one-hundred years. Buildings that are permitted to be constructed below the base
flood elevation are subject during all those years to increased risk of damage from
floods, while future owners of the property and the community as a whole are
subject to all the costs, inconvenience, danger, and suffering that those increased
flood damages bring. In addition, future owners may purchase the property,
unaware that it is subject to potential flood damage, and can be insured only at very
high flood insurance rates.
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